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Shall  this  fine  bird  follow  the  Passenger  Pigeon  into  Oblivion? 


THE  SAGE  GROUSE,  OR  COCK- OF- THE -PLAINS 
Certain  to  be  exterminated  quickly,  unless  protected  by  long  closed  seasons. 
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Dedicated  to  the  Fathers  of  Boys  in  the  States  still  inhabited 

by  Grouse,  Quail  and  Deer. 


ROBBED.* 

(A  Western  Father  presents  his  twelve-year-old  Son  with 

a  new  Gun.) 

Oh,  where  is  the  game,  daddy?  Where  is  the  game 
That  you  hunted  when  you  were  a  boy? 

You’ve  told  me  a  lot  of  the  game  that  you  shot; 

No  wonder  such  sport  gave  you  joy. 

I’m  old  enough  now  to  handle  a  gun; 

Bet  me  be  a  sportsman,  too. 

I’d  like  my  fair  share  of  clean  out-door  fun, 

And  I  want  to  shoot,  just  like  you. 

But  where  are  the  birds,  daddy?  Where  are  the  birds? 

I  can’t  put  them  up  anywhere! 

You  had  your  good  sport  with  the  wild  Hocks  and  herds, 
And  surely  you  saved  me  my  share. 

And  where  is  the  big  game  that  roamed  around  here 
When  grandfather  came  here  with  you? 

I  don’t  see  one  antelope,  bison  or  deer. 

Didn’t  grandfather  save  me  a  few? 

Why  don’t  you  speak  up,  dad,  and  show  me  some  game? 

Now,  why  do  you  look  far  away? 

Your  face  is  all  red,  with  what  looks  like  shame! 

Is  there  nothing  at  all  you  can  say? 

What!  “The  game  is  all  gone?”  There  is  “no  hunting  now?” 

No  game  birds  to  shoot  or  to  see? 

Then  take  back  your  gun;  I’ll  go  back  to  the  plow; 

But,  oh!  daddy,  how  could  you  rob  me! 

— W.  T.  H. 

*Read  at  the  organization  convention  of  the  Minnesota 
Game  Protective  League,  Clinton  M.  Odell,  President;  Min¬ 
neapolis,  August  27,  1915. 
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THIS  is  a  call  to  the  people  of  the  Far  West,  to  save 
the  sage  grouse  and  other  grouse,  and  quail,  from 
complete  annihilation.  The  fate  of  these  species  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  men  who  will  shape  the  legislation  of  the 
western  states  during  January  and  February,  1917.  The 
case  of  the  sage  grouse  is  brought  forward  most  prominent¬ 
ly,  because  it  is  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  candidates  for 
Oblivion. 

Do  the  people  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  States 
wish  to  see  their  largest  and  finest  upland  game  birds  fol¬ 
low  the  bison,  the  passenger  pigeon,  and  the  heath  hen  into 
oblivion?  If  they  do  not,  they  must  act  quickly  and  reso¬ 
lutely;  for  the  hour  of  disappearance  now  is  mighty  close 
at  hand. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  in  each  one  of  the  eleven  sage- 
grouse  states  there  are  men  who  will  say:  “There  are  plenty 
of  sage  grouse  yet.  There  is  no  need  for  long  close  seasons. 
The  idea  is  nonsensical;  and  the  man  who  advocates  it  is 
a  crank !” 

To  that  we  answer :  Beware !  Do  not  be  fatally  deceived, 
as  so  many  other  Americans  have  been  in  the  past. 


180 


WILD  LIFE  PROTECTION  FUND 


In  1884  the  buffalo  hunters  of  the  northern  plains  be¬ 
lieved,  and  said,  that  there  would  “always  be  plenty  of 
buffalo.”  In  the  winter  of  1885  they  went  out  as  usual, 
to  hunt  for  hides.  But  there  ivere  no  buffalo! 

Presently  they  said  :  “They  have  gone  north.  They  must 
and  will  come  back.  We  will  wait  for  them.” 

For  months  they  loafed  around  their  camp-fires,  and 
waited.  But  the  herds  never  came  back.  They  had  been 
exterminated — so  suddenly  and  so  completely  that  even  the 
hide-hunters  themselves  did  not  realize  it,  and  would  not 
believe  it  until  two  years  had  elapsed! 

The  passenger  pigeon  millions  went  the  same  way,  by 
commercial  slaughter,  so  quickly  that  no  one  realized  ivhat 
was  happening  until  it  was  all  over!  For  ten  years  the 
American  people  refused  to  believe  that  all  those  millions 
of  birds  had  gone  forever ;  but  now  they  know  that  it  is  true. 

The  heath  hen,  or  eastern  prairie  chicken,  formerly  of 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts,  went  not  quite  so  rapidly,  but  it  went  just 
the  same.  The  5  and  10-year  close  seasons  which  were  giv¬ 
en  it  came  so  tardily  that  they  were  too  late !  The  decimated 
birds  could  not  recuperate.  About  fifty  years  ago  that  spe¬ 
cies  became  totally  extinct,  everywhere  save  on  the  island 
of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  where  Dr.  George  W.  Field  and  the 
Massachusetts  State  Game  Commission  by  dint  of  fostering 
care  saved  it  from  final  annihilation. 

Let  every  western  hunter  of  sage  grouse,  sharp-tail  and 
pinnated  grouse  remember  the  fate  of  the  heath  hen,  and 
take  to  heart  the  moral  of  that  tragic  story.  If  it  is  a  crime 
(grand  larceny)  to  steal  $21,  what  shall  we  say  of  those 
who  rob  a  state  or  a  nation  of  a  valuable  bird  or  mammal 
species  which  no  human  power  ever  can  replace? 

THE  CRITICAL  HOUR. 

One  year  ago  we  made  in  person,  throughout  the  sage 
grouse  states,  a  special  demand  for  the  saving  of  the  “Cock- 
of-the-Plains” ;  and  this  is  the  last  call. 


BULLETIN  NUMBER  FIVE 


181 


We  are  issuing  this  final  warning  as  a  matter  of  duty 
to  the  people  of  the  West,  for  the  benefit  of  their  sons  and 
grandsons,  and  also  as  a  duty  to  the  harassed  and  perse¬ 
cuted  birds  that  can  not  speak  for  themselves.  It  has  be¬ 
come  a  case  of  now  or  never.  When  we  have  put  the  cold 
facts  fully  before  the  people  of  the  western  states,  our 
duty  is  done.  If  they  are  too  indifferent  to  the  future,  too 
eager  to  kill,  and  too  neglectful  of  their  plain  duty  to  pos¬ 
terity  to  arouse  and  resolutely  take  action,  the  loss  will  not 
in  any  degree  be  chargeable  to  the  Permanent  Wild  Life 
Protection  Fund. 

The  legislatures  of  nearly  all  the  western  states  will  sit 
during  January  and  February,  1917.  After  that  they  will 
not  reassemble  for  two  years;  which  will  be  1919.  The  time 
to  act  is  NOW ;  for  the  way  things  are  going  in  some  states, 
two  more  years  may  easily  prove  fatal  to  the  grouse  species 
in  those  states.  Stop  for  a  moment  and  think  what  the 
automobiles,  good  roads,  pump  and  automatic  guns,  wicked 
open  seasons  and  sinfully  large  bag  limits  are  doing  to  the 
harassed  remnants  of  sage,  sharp-tail  and  pinnated  grouse 
each  season ! 

Your  only  time  and  opportunity  for  making  a  choice  be¬ 
tween  saving  and  exterminating  your  finest  upland  game 
birds  is  NOW. 


THE  DEADLY  AUTOMOBILE. 

During  the  past  five  years  there  has  arisen  a  new  enemy 
to  wild  life,  a  hydra-headed  monster  more  deadly  than 
would  be  ten  thousand  dragons  of  St.  George. 

As  a  new  factor  of  destructiveness  to  game  birds  and 
deer,  the  automobiles  of  America  bid  fair  to  become  almost 
as  deadly  as  the  pump  and  automatic  shot-guns.  I  estimate 
that  on  all  upland  game  birds,  shore  birds,  many  of  the  in¬ 
terior  ducks,  and  all  deer,  they  have  increased  the  dangers 
to  wild  life,  over  the  influence  formerly  exerted  by  horse- 
drawn  vehicles,  at  least  300  per  cent. 


It  was  the  Automobile  that  made  possible  this  deadly  work  by  the  three  Men,  Pump  Guns  and  Dog.  Everything  goes  down  before 

this  combination.  Only  the  fool  can  believe  that  any  game  can  endure  against  it. 
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By  this  I  mean  that  with  the  aid  of  the  automobile,  and 
the  “good  roads”  that  it  has  brought,  the  man  who  hunts 
upland  game  birds,  shore  birds,  fresh-water  ducks  and 
geese,  and  deer,  can  cover  in  a  given  time  three  times  as 
much  ground,  and  kill  three  times  as  much  game,  as  he 
could  cover  and  kill  by  the  aid  of  even  the  best  horses. 

Let  me  quote  from  Mr.  M.  F.  Westover,  of  Schenectady, 
a  concrete  statement  regarding  conditions  in  the  Adiron- 
dacks  affecting  our  deer: 

“The  number  of  hunters  is  increasing,  and  especially  of 
those  who  live  in  cities  and  towns  adjacent  to  the  Adiron- 
dacks.  The  reason  is  obvious.  In  the  old  days  a  man  who 
had  a  week-end  vacation  could  not  make  a  day’s  drive  in, 
hunt  a  day  and  take  a  day  to  drive  back.  Now,  through 
the  automobile,  and  the  good  roads  which  the  auto  has 
brought,  the  same  man  can  be  in  camp  two  days ;  and  those 
who  live  anywhere  within  50  to  100  miles  can  get  in  within 
a  few  hours.  I  was  only  4  hours  and  15  minutes  from 
Schenectady  to  North  Hudson,  a  distance  of  104  miles. 

“Last  fall  [1914],  during  the  last  week  of  the  season 
there  were,  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  a  certain 
supposedly  ‘wilderness’  camp,  more  than  250  hunters;  and 
one  drive  was  made  with  31  men  working  together.  Three 
years  ago  53  male  deer  were  taken  out  of  that  territory; 
two  years  ago,  26 ;  last  year,  23 ;  and  this  year  during  the 
first  six  weeks  of  the  season,  2!” 

The  use  of  the  automobile  in  hunting,  just  as  far  and 
as  fast  as  it  possibly  can  be  used,  now  is  universal.  To  the 
sage  and  other  grouse  and  quail  of  the  West,  and  to  all 
the  game  of  Texas,  it  is  bringing  particular  havoc.  In  In¬ 
dia  it  is  used  in  hunting  elephants,  and  in  Australia  the 
auto  is  of  great  service  in  the  wholesale  slaughter  of  kan¬ 
garoos. 

Already  two  states,  North  Dakota  and  New  York,  have 
officially  recognized  the  deadliness  of  the  automobile  to 
game,  and  have  prohibited  its  use  in  hunting. 


EFFECTIVENESS  OF  THE  AUTOMOBILE  IN  DESTROYING  BIG  GAME 
Thus  is  the  State  of  Texas  exterminating  her  deer,  by  wholesale  killing,  and  the  destruction  of  the  females. 
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As  agencies  of  slaughter  increase  in  a  300  per  cent  ratio, 
the  shields  thrown  around  the  vanishing  game  must  be 
increased  to  the  same  extent.  In  the  states  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  the  one  answer  to  the  automobile,  the 
pump  gun,  and  the  automatic  gun,  is  the  complete  stoppage 
of  all  killing  of  sage  grouse,  pinnated  grouse,  sharp-tailed 
and  Franklin  grouse,  and  quail,  for  six  years  from  March 
1,  1917.  By  the  expiration  of  that  period,  if  any  upland 
game  birds  have  shown  a  great  increase,  and  a  renewal  of 
shooting  is  justifiable,  then  the  only  basis  on  which  a  re¬ 
opening  of  shooting  would  be  safe,  sane  or  justifiable, 
would  be: 

1.  A  total  open  season  of  two  weeks  only; 

2.  A  bag  limit  of  2  grouse  per  day,  or  4  quail ; 

3.  No  use  of  pump  or  automatic  guns  in  hunting,  and 

4.  No  use  of  automobiles  in  hunting. 

It  is  barely  possible  that  these  four  principles  honestly 
observed  would,  when  the  upland  game  has  recovered  suffi¬ 
ciently,  be  sufficient  to  insure  that  only  the  natural  increase 
of  birds  would  each  year  be  killed,  and  the  seed  stock  be 
placed  on  a  continuing  basis. 

Are  the  American  people  big  enough  and  resolute  enough 
thus  really  to  conserve  their  game,  and  provide  for  legiti¬ 
mate  sport  on  Oj  permanent  basis?  Are  they  now  ready  to 
put  the  hunting  of  upland  game  birds  on  a  recreational 
basis,  or  do  they  wish  it  to  remain  on  a  meat  basis? 

We  await  the  answer  of  the  western  states. 

SEVERITY  OF  HUNTING  CONDITIONS. 

Thus  far  not  one  state  has  stopped  the  shooting  of  sage 
grouse.  In  Canada,  Manitoba  has  done  so;  and  almost  ev¬ 
erywhere  in  Canada  the  use  of  automatic  guns  is  prohibited. 
In  the  United  States  the  trail  of  the  machine-gun  serpent 
is  over  us  all  save  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Idaho. 

Existing  conditions  are,  in  the  main,  fearfully  hard  on 
the  sage  grouse,  the  sharp-tailed  and  other  grouse ;  though 


186 


WILD  LIFE  PROTECTION  FUND 


in  some  states  are  worse  than  in  others.  What  do  you  think 
of  the  ethics  of  an  open  season  on  grouse  during  the  whole 
month  of  August ?  That  is  the  state  of  fact  in  Colorado  and 
Wyoming,  when  the  young  birds  are  scarcely  old  enough  to 
fly  ?  And  what  do  you  think  of  an  open  season  from  July  15 
to  February  16?  That  is  the  case  today  in  the  state  of  Ne¬ 
vada,  where  the  daily  bag  limit  is  ten  birds.  Can  you  beat 
it?  And  think  of  Oregon,  honorable  and  admired  Oregon, 
with  an  open  season  beginning  July  15! 

And  what  do  you  think  of  Idaho,  with  a  daily  bag  “limit” 
of  12  grouse ;  Colorado,  with  a  big  “limit”  of  20 ;  and  South 
Dakota,  with  a  grotesque  “limit” (?)  of  25  grouse? 

But  let  us  here  set  down  a  full  list  of  the  open  seasons  on 
sage  and  sharp-tailed  grouse  in  the  states  still  inhabited  by 
those  birds.  We  will  list  them  in  the  order  of  their  wicked¬ 
ness,  and  “let  the  chips  fall  where  they  will.” 


OPEN  SEASONS  ON  SAGE  GROUSE  AND  OTHER  GROUSE. 


Nevada . 

from 

July 

15  to  Dec.  1  . 

....4% 

months 

Oregon . 

it 

July 

15  to  Sept.  1  . . . . 

....  1% 

tt 

Wvoming . 

tt 

Aug. 

1  to  Sept.  2  .. 

1 

a 

Colorado . 

it 

Aug. 

1  to  Sept,  l  . . . . 

.  1 

a 

Idaho* . 

it 

Aug. 

15  to  Dec.  1  .... 

....31/2 

tt 

California . 

it 

Sept. 

1  to  Dec.  l  .... 

....  3 

n 

Nebraska . 

it 

Sept. 

1  to  Dec.  1  . . . . 

....  3 

ft 

Utah . 

tt 

Sept. 

1  to  Sept.  15  . . . . 

....  % 

a 

North  Dakota.. 

tt 

Sept. 

7  to  Nov.  2  .... 

....  1% 

tt 

South  Dakota.. 

a 

Sept. 

10  to  Oct.  10  .... 

1 

tt 

Montana . 

it 

Sept. 

15  to  Oct.  16 .... 

....  1 

U 

Washington . 

a 

Oct. 

15  to  Nov.  1  .... 

....  y2 

a 

In  order  to  make  our  records  complete  we  will  add  the 
provinces  of  Canada  that  contain  sage  grouse,  and  either 
the  sharp-tailed  or  the  pinnated  species. 


*  Idaho  protects  the  sharp-tailed  grouse  for  3  years. 
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OPEN  SEASONS  IN  CANADA. 

Saskatchewan— NO  OPEN  SEASON ! 

Manitoba . from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  21 . %  month 

Alberta .  “  Oct.  1  to  Dec.  21 . 2  months 

Next  in  order  of  destructiveness  comes  the  bag  limits 
prevailing  in  the  various  states.  They  represent  various 
states  of  mind,  ranging  from  moderation  to  wicked  destruc¬ 
tiveness. 

These,  also,  will  be  listed  in  the  order  of  their  deadliness 
to  the  grouse. 

DAILY  BAG  LIMIT  ON  SAGE  GROUSE,  AND  OTHER  GROUSE. 

South  Dakota — 25.  Two  good-sized  flocks! 

Colorado — 20  for  men,  10  for  boys.  Practically  two 
broods  for  men,  one  for  boys.  Open  season  begins  Aug .  i — 
a  double  crime ! 

Idaho — 12.  Beginning  August  15 ! 

Nevada — 10.  Daily  for  seven  months  of  the  year. 
Nebraska  (no  sage  grouse) — 10.  Pinnated  grouse  only. 
North  Dakota — 10.  Where  the  species  is  almost  gone. 
Utah— 8. 

Wyoming — 6.  Beginning  on  Aug.  i,  with  little  chicks ! 
Montana — 5. 

Oregon — 5. 

Washington — 3  to  5. 

California — 4. 

Now,  I  ask  the  men  of  the  twelve  states  represented  above 
to  look  me  straight  in  the  eye  and  answer  this  question: 
Are  not  your  bag  limits  and  your  open  seasons  on  grouse 
twin  crimes  against  the  species ,  and  against  your  oivn  boys  ? 

I  assert  that  they  are;  and  if  they  are  permitted  to  remain 
as  they  are  after  March  1,  1917,  then  the  men  of  the  West 
will  be  to  blame  for  the  extermination  that  will  follow. 
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Any  state  that  opens  the  shooting  season  on  any  grouse 
or  quail  by  so  much  as  one  day  before  September  15  thereby 
ignores  the  ethics  of  legitimate  sport.  Fancy  opening  grouse 
shooting  on  August  i,  as  is  done  in  Colorado  and  Wyoming ; 
or,  worse  still,  on  July  15,  as  is  done  in  Oregon,  when  many 
of  the  young  birds  are  only  just  able  to  fly !  Of  sage  grouse 
in  August  Mr.  William  C.  Bradbury,  of  Denver,  says  that 
he  has  “seen  flocks  of  young  birds,  little  if  any  larger  than 
quail,  and  barely  able  to  get  on  to  wing;  and  on  these  trips 
I  have  seen  many  a  game-hog  claiming  to  be  a  sportsman 
shoot  any  of  these  birds  that  could  rise  into  the  air!” 

In  New  York  we  have  on  ruffed  grouse  a  daily  bag  limit 
of  4  birds  only.  No  one  makes  any  fuss  about  it;  and  the 
difficulty  of  killing  grouse  in  thick  timber  and  tall  brush 
makes  this  bag  limit  of  real  benefit  to  the  birds.  If  the 
birds  were  as  easily  killed  as  are  all  grouse  of  the  plains, 
the  bag  limit  would  not  save  them. 

Bear  in  mind,  men  and  boys  of  the  West,  that  a  wild  spe¬ 
cies  easily  reaches  so  low  a  point  in  numbers ,  and  in  power 
of  self -protection,  that  even  long  close  seasons  can  not  save 
it  from  its  natural  enemies,  and  enable  it  to  breed  back. 


INFLUENCES  NOW  EXTERMINATING  WESTERN 

GROUSE  AND  QUAIL. 


1. 

2. 


4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 


The  immense  number  of  sportsmen  and  game-hogs. 

The  deadliness  of  the  automatic  and  pump  guns. 

The  deadly  usefulness  of  the  automobile  and  good 
roads. 

The  unwariness  of  the  grouse  generally,  and  the  ease 
with  which  they  are  found  and  killed. 

The  wicked  and  in  some  cases  brutal  open  seasons. 

The  deadly  bag  “limits” — which  as  “limits”  are  in 
one-half  the  western  states  only  a  joke! 

The  fatal  scarcity  of  game  wardens. 

The  lawlessness  of  many  hunters. 

The  trampling  of  nests  and  young  by  cattle  and  sheep. 


BULLETIN  NUMBER  FIVE 


189 


10.  The  development  of  dry  farming. 

11.  Killing  at  all  seasons  by  sheep-herders. 

12.  Continuous  destruction  by  wolves  and  coyotes. 

I  call  upon  the  men  and  boys  of  the  Real  West  to  read 
the  above  catalogue  of  deadliness,  carefully,  and  then  say 
frankly  whether  they  believe  it  is  POSSIBLE  for  the  sage 
grouse,  and  other  grouse,  and  quail,  to  continue  to  exist  on 
thei r  present  status.  And  let  them  say  what  else  than 
strong,  quick  measures,  manfully  conceived  and  resolutely 
executed,  can  save  the  grouse  on  a  continuing  basis.  Tell 
me  what  else  than  6-year  close  seasons  can  stop  the  down¬ 
ward  rush,  in  time  to  avert  a  quick  plunge  into  Oblivion. 

In  my  opinion,  a  6-year  close  season  in  each  sage  grouse 
state  (except  possibly  Nevada  and  Oregon?)  is  the  only  an¬ 
swer  to  the  situation  just  now  for  that  species.  Do  not  stop 
to  haggle  and  split  hairs  and  argle-bargle  about  “seasons” 
and  “bag-limits,”  and  finally  produce  no  results  worth  hav¬ 
ing.  Strike  now  for  REAL  protection,  and  enact  it  into 
law!  Then,  while  that  is  on,  there  will  be  plenty  of  time 
to  watch  results,  calculate  chances  for  the  future,  and  IF 
the  grouse  increase  abundantly ,  plan  a  reopening  of  shoot¬ 
ing  six  years  hence  on  a  thoroughly  reformed  basis.  That 
basis  will  (if  at  all  justifiable)  probably  need  to  be  two 
weeks  only  of  an  open  season,  in  September,  and  a  bag  limit 
of  THREE  birds  only. 

I  do  not  wish  to  see  grouse  shooting  become  an  extinct 
pastime.  It  is  a  glorious  holiday  diversion  for  the  right- 
minded  sportsman  who  carries  a  double-barreled  shotgun 
and  who  thinks  more  of  a  fine  day  in  the  open,  in  a  wild 
spot,  than  of  the  number  of  bloody  carcasses  in  the  game- 
bag.  Today,  no  one  needs  the  sage  grouse  for  food,  to  keep 
the  hunger  wolf  from  the  door.  It  is  time  to  cut  out  the 
“food”  and  “meat”  idea,  entirely,  from  the  list  of  factors 
to  be  considered. 

Men  of  the  West,  do  not  rob  your  little  sons  and  grand¬ 
sons  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Cock-of-the-Plains  on  his 
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own  ground  and  hearing  the  thunder  of  a  rising  flock.  Do 
not  rob  the  boy  of  his  rightful  inheritance  of  wild  game  and 
gentlemanly  sport  with  the  gun.  You  have  had  your  share ; 
give  him  his.  Give  both  him  and  his  game  a  square  deal! 

See  to  it  that  laws  are  passed  right  now  that  will  give 
the  boy  a  taste  of  what  you  have  enjoyed  in  such  abundance. 
Do  not  make  it  necessary  for  John  and  Billy  to  go  to  your 
state  museum  in  order  to  see  what  a  sage  grouse  looks  like ! 
Any  man  who  will  rob  his  boy  of  his  share  of  game  is — 
but  I  will  let  the  Reader  finish  the  sentence. 

Don’t  butcher  grouse  in  August.  And  don’t  kill  a  wheel¬ 
barrow  load  of  it  in  any  one  day.  Put  the  grouse,  the  quail, 
the  deer  and  the  sheep  on  a  continuing  basis.  If  you  kill 
more  than  the  annual  increase,  as  sure  as  Time  that  course 
will  spell  total  extinction.  Remember  the  greed  and  folly 
that  wiped  out  the  bison,  the  passenger  pigeon,  the  heath 
hen  and  other  species,  so  quickly  that  it  was  all  over  and 
done  before  people  knew  that  it  was  happening. 


NO  RESTOCKING  POSSIBLE. 

NO!  You  can  not  now,  nor  at  any  time  in  the  future, 
bring  back  the  sage  grouse,  nor  any  other  grouse,  by  breed¬ 
ing  it  in  captivity,  and  restocking  your  barren  covers  with 
hand-reared  birds!  It  can  not  be  done.  If  you  lose  your 
American  grouse  and  quail  once ,  you  lose  them  forever! 
Make  no  mistake  about  that.  If  you  do  not  care  to  accept 
this  statement  from  me  alone,  ask  any  other  man  who 
knows,  to  show  you  a  state,  or  even  one-tenth  of  a  state, 
that  has  been  restocked  with  quail  or  grouse,  of  any  kind 
that  has  once  been  exterminated. 

The  heath  hen  was  brought  back  to  its  special  game  pre¬ 
serve  on  Martha’s  Vineyard  by  ten  years  of  careful  nursing 
on  its  own  ground ,  in  a  mild  and  natural  state.  In  1906  the 
whole  existing  stock  consisted  of  21  birds!  On  January  1, 
1916,  the  flocks  contained  about  2,000  birds;  which  was  a 
great  triumph  for  the  bird  defenders  of  Massachusetts. 


BULLETIN  NUMBER  FIVE 


191 


But  alas!  All  the  eggs  were  in  one  basket. 

In  the  spring  of  1916 — the  nesting  season — a  prairie  fire 
swept  over  the  home  grounds  of  the  heath  hen,  and  all  save 
a  pitiful  remnant  of  the  flocks  were  burned  to  death.  Some 
mother  birds  were  burned  on  their  nests.  At  this  time  no 
man  can  say  precisely  how  many  birds  remain,  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  less  than  100. 

In  America  men  are  spending  money  in  efforts  to  procure 
from  Europe,  and  colonize  here,  the  black  cock,  or  caper¬ 
cailzie.  It  is  a  fine  bird,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  it  ever 
will  become  acclimatized  in  the  United  States,  and  thrive, 
as  the  ringnecked  pheasant  has  done  in  a  few  states.  Nat¬ 
ural  enemies,  and  other  influences  operating  against  it,  are 
too  numerous  and  too  powerful. 

We  can  witness  the  failure  of  these  efforts  at  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  foreign  species  with  complacency.  People  who 
are  so  slothful,  or  so  stupid,  as  to  permit  their  own  finest 
upland  game  birds  to  be  exterminated  by  enemies  whom 
they  could  control  if  they  would,  do  not  deserve  to  succeed 
in  replacing  them  with  foreign  species.  If  the  men  of  Wy¬ 
oming,  Colorado,  Montana,  Idaho  and  other  states  permit 
the  automobiles  and  pump  gunners  to  exterminate  their 
sage  grouse,  then  will  they  deserve  sage-brush  plains  abso¬ 
lutely  barren  of  bird  life.  Will  they  turn  over  to  their  sons 
and  grandsons,  ten  or  twenty  years  hence,  “hunting 
grounds”  of  lifeless  desolation? 


THE  SAGE  GROUSE. 

The  sage  grouse  is  the  largest  and  the  finest  upland  game 
bird  of  all  America,  except  the  wild  turkey.  It  is  nearly 
twice  as  large  as  any  other  grouse,  and  only  the  ruffed 
grouse  surpasses  it  in  beauty.  Any  state  may  well  be  proud 
to  have  such  a  bird  in  its  bird  fauna.  In  token  of  its  com¬ 
manding  position  as  the  leader  of  all  the  grouse  species  of 
North  America,  it  is  often  called  the  “Cock-of-the-Plains.” 
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Back  in  the  days  when  they  were  plentiful  I  shot  about 
two  dozen  sage  grouse ;  and  I  found  it  the  most  thrilling 
grouse  shooting  that  ever  has  come  my  way.  The  first 
time  that  a  big  flock  exploded  close  in  front  of  me,  and 
leaped  into  the  air,  I  was  scared  by  the  thunder  of  it,  and 
dazed  by  the  size  and  beauty  of  the  birds.  As  they  flew 
away  from  me,  their  big  heavy  bodies  rocked  from  side  to 
side  like  a  boat  in  a  rolling  sea. 

The  finest  sight  of  upland  game  birds  that  I  ever  saw  was 
a  big  flock  of  sage  grouse  on  a  level  and  rather  open  sage¬ 
brush  flat  in  the  valley  of  Little  Dry  Creek,  Montana  (1902) , 
very  near  the  old  LU-bar  ranch.  For  some  reason  the  birds 
elected  not  to  fly  in  a  hurry.  Perhaps  they  knew  by  wire¬ 
less  that  we  were  not  going  to  shoot  any  of  them.  At  least 
thirty  birds,  in  full  fall  plumage,  slowly  and  majestically 
stalked  in  open  order  over  the  short  buffalo  grass,  very 
slightly  obscured  by  the  small  and  widely  scattered  clumps 
of  sage-brush,  calmly  looking  at  us  and  showing  off.  Mr. 
Huffman  and  I  gave  them  the  grand  hailing  signal,  and 
then  sat  on  our  horses  within  forty  feet  of  the  head  of  the 
flock,  enjoying  that  remarkable  sight. 

But  alas!  the  pump  gun  has  been  abroad.  In  Dawson 
and  Custer  Counties  there  is  now  about  one  sage  grouse  to 
every  twenty-five  that  were  there  in  1886,  when  we  first 
went  in.  Like  other  American  grouse,  this  bird  always  has 
been  too  unsuspicious  of  man,  too  tame,  and  too  easily  ap¬ 
proached  for  its  own  good.  Often  it  takes  wing  reluctantly, 
and  too  late  to  escape. 

The  sage  grouse,  like  all  other  grouse  save  the  pinnated, 
is  in  no  sense  a  migratory  bird,  and  therefore  it  is  not  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  federal  migratory  bird  treaty.  Its  fate  de¬ 
pends  solely  upon  the  men  and  women  of  the  states  that  it 
inhabits.  It  breeds  wherever  it  lives,  and  the  trampling 
hoofs  of  sheep  and  cattle,  and  the  guns  of  the  sheep-herders, 
and  the  coyotes,  constantly  make  for  its  extermination. 

The  sage  grouse  exists  in  the  sage-brush  country  because 
it  successfully  feeds  upon  the  leaves  of  the  sage-brush  (Ar- 
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tomisia) .  Often  its  flesh  tastes  so  strongly  of  sage  that  it 
is  inedible,  but  unfortunately  for  the  bird,  this  is  not  al¬ 
ways  nor  everywhere  the  case.  Of  course  this  bird  nests 
on  the  ground,  in  the  shelter  of  the  sage-brush  and  grease- 
wood;  and  its  eggs  vary  in  number  from  13  to  17. 

This  bird  has  one  striking  anatomical  peculiarity.  It  has 
no  gizzard.  Its  soft,  membranous  stomach  is  not  qualified 
for  the  digesting  of  hard  foods,  and  it  is  not  a  grain  eater ; 
but  it  does  eat  the  leaves  of  green  alfalfa.  Of  insect  food 
it  consumes  grasshoppers,  and  no  doubt  many  other  species. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  SAGE  GROUSE. 

The  following  states  still  contain  remnants  of  sage 
grouse,  and  to  them  this  call  is  specially  addressed : 


Nevada 
Oregon 
Washington 
California 
North  Dakota 


Colorado 

Wyoming 

Montana 

Idaho 


Utah 


South  Dakota 


The  accompanying  map  shows  only  the  present  area  in¬ 
habited  by  the  sage  grouse.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  how¬ 
ever,  even  for  a  moment,  that  all  the  area  marked  as  in¬ 
habited  possesses  this  bird.  In  most  places  throughout  the 
states  credited,  the  sage  grouse  exists  only  in  small  and 
widely-separated  shreds  and  patches,  as  minute  fragments 
of  a  once  great  stock.  In  all  probability  only  one-fiftieth 
of  the  original  area  of  the  sage  grouse  still  contains  it  in 
any  form,  and  it  is  a  safe  guess  that  now  there  is  not  more 
than  one  bird  to  every  twenty-five  that  existed  no  more 
than  forty  years  ago.  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  old  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  sage  grouse  country  will  place  their  local  esti¬ 
mates  for  today  at  not  more  than  1  to  100. 

In  many  localities  still  containing  what  chemists  call  “a 
trace”  of  grouse,  it  is  fearfully  certain  that  the  existing 
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LOCALITIES  STILL  INHABITED  BY  SAGE  GROUSE 

Each  dot  represents  a  county.  This  map  does  not  purport  to  be  fully  complete. 
The  data  for  it  has  been  furnished  by  the’ following’  persons: 


Dr.  Joseph  Grinnell 
Jas.  A.  McGuire 
L.  C.  Jones 
D.  W.  Stanrod,  Jr. 
L.  A.  Huffman 
W.  R.  Felton 
Geo.  T.  Mills 
Brewster  Adams 


J.  T.  Purcell 
Wm.  L.  Finley 
P.  L.  Edholm 
Claude  T.  Barnes 
A1  Wieseman 
R.  B.  Wales 
W.  L.  Simpson 
Burke  H.  Sinclair 


N.  P.  Wilson 
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remnants  are  so  small,  so  scattered,  so  weak  and  so  beset 
by  coyotes,  wolves,  hawks,  sheep,  cattle  and  sheep-herders 
that  even  long  close  seasons  can  not  save  them!  It  was  be¬ 
cause  of  just  such  adverse  conditions  that  the  too-late  close 
seasons,  of  five  years  and  even  ten  years,  could  not  bring 
back  the  heath  hen  to  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

If  you  are  going  to  save  your  sage  grouse ,  your  sharp- 
tailed  grouse,  pinnated  grouse,  quail,  band-tailed  pigeons, 
aeer  and  tree  squirrels,  you  have  got  to  act  NOW!  Even 
two  years  from  noiv  may  prove  to  be  entirely  too  late! 

THE  PRESENT  STATUS  AND  FUTURE  PROSPECTS 

OF  THE  SAGE  GROUSE. 

Let  us  put  on  the  stand,  very  briefly,  a  few  witnesses 
who  are  competent  to  testify  in  this  case — the  case  of  The 
Sage  Grouse  vs.  The  People  of  the  West. 

Colorado : 

William  C.  Bradbury,  Railway  Contractor,  Railway  Build¬ 
ing,  Denver. 

“Regarding  Sage  Hen,  I  have  emphatically  stated  my 
views  on  every  provocation,  and  at  every  opportunity  to 
wedge  them  in  from  the  sportsman's  standpoint.  I  have 
shot  them  in  Wyoming,  in  Utah,  in  Idaho  and  almost  every 
other  western  state,  at  times  when  it  took  long  special  trips 
to  reach  their  habitat,  and  the  fact  is  beyond  controversy 
that  unless  something  on  a  very  broad  scale  is  immediately 
done,  they  are  doomed  to  early  extinction,  for  the  following 
reasons : 

First: — The  settlement  of  the  West,  and  the  construction 
of  thousands  of  miles  of  new  roads  through  the  mountains 
and  foothills  where  they  live,  and  the  advent  of  the  auto¬ 
mobile,  makes  them  accessible  for  a  couple  of  days'  outing, 
whereas,  formerly,  it  took  as  many  weeks ;  and  consequent¬ 
ly  there  are  now  twenty  gunners  for  them  where  formerly 
there  was  only  one. 

Second : — They  are  large,  clumsy  birds,  and  an  easy  mark 
in  the  open,  where  the  remainder  of  a  flock  is  readily 
marked  down  and  again  flushed  by  the  gunner. 
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Third : — The  open  season  on  them  commences  too  early; 
and  I  have  repeatedly  emphasized  that  fact  to  sportsmen 
and  to  everyone  within  hearing,  during  numerous  special 
trips  to  Wyoming  for  Sage  Chicken  shooting  and  trout  fish¬ 
ing.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  on  the  same  day  we  would  shoot  young  birds  that,  ow¬ 
ing  to  their  size  and  flight,  could  hardly  be  distinguished 
from  the  old  birds,  and  could  only  settle  our  disputes  upon 
picking  them  up,  by  testing  the  flexibility  of  their  beaks 
and  examining  the  density  of  the  breast  plumage ;  and  at  the 
same  time  we  have  seen  flocks  of  young  birds  that  were 
little ,  if  any,  larger  than  quail,  and  barely  able  to  get  on  to 
wing;  and  on  these  trips  I  have  seen  many  a  game-hog 
claiming  to  be  a  sportsman  shoot  any  of  these  young  birds 
that  could  rise  into  the  air. 

Fourth : — But  not  the  least  of  these  contributors  toward 
the  extinction  of  this  species,  (and  this  I  don’t  see  how  to 
overcome) ,  is  the  fact  that  almost  all  the  sage-brush  coun¬ 
try  now  owned  by  the  Government  is  leased  to  cattle  men 
and  sheep  men,  for  grazing  purposes,  and  their  cattle,  as 
well  as  numerous  flocks  of  thousands  of  sheep  grazing  over 
the  sage-brush  range,  trample  out  the  nests  and  eggs,  and 
even  young  birds,  during  the  nidification  period. 

Realizing  fully,  from  frequent  experiences,  all  of  the  fore¬ 
going,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  saving  of  the  Sage  Hen  will 
be  about  the  most  difficult  and  uncertain  task  you  have  un¬ 
dertaken  ;  but  I  am  in  accord,  with  your  idea  of  a  closed 
season,  and  assure  you  that  I  will  not  only  vote  for  it,  should 
opportunity  occur,  but  shall  cheerfully  and  as  vigorously  as 
possible,  individually,  whenever  and  wherever  I  see  an  open¬ 
ing  or  opportunity  to  do  so,  express  my  views  in  favor  of 
the  same.” 

Wyoming: 

William  L.  Simpson,  Attorney -at-Law ,  Cody. 

“Under  present  protection,  I  believe  the  Sage  Hen  will  be 
practically  extinct  in  ten  years.  I  was  over  a  large  portion 
of  the  Shoshone  Reservation  this  last  year  [1915],  and  saw 

only  a  few  birds  where  there  used  to  be  thousands . 

The  great  trouble  is  that  female  grouse  are  the  greatest 
sufferers  from  hunting,  legal  or  otherwise.  .  .  .  Illegal  hunt¬ 
ing,  from  numerous  sources,  is  the  bane  of  the  sage  grouse. 
Its  distribution  is  over  a  country  remote  from  settlements. 
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Roads  and  automobiles  now  take  the  poacher  into  their 
country,  and  always  hundreds  of  miles  from  any  warden  or 
officer.  A  killing  is  made,  and  no  one  knows  anything  about 
it,  or  has  any  way  of  finding  out. 

“The  state  is  not  protecting  the  game,  in  my  judgment. 
For  instance,  in  this  county  we  have  only  one  warden  for 
the  entire  area,  and  he  is  busy  issuing  licenses  and  riding 
along  the  well-traveled  trails,  as  he  has  no  time  to  go  fur¬ 
ther.  ...  7  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  mountain  sheep  of  the 
state  are  doomed  to  final  extinction  within  a  very  short 
time  unless  protective  measures  are  effected.” 

A  PETITION. 

Mr.  Simpson  has  drawn  up  and  is  circulating  for  signa¬ 
tures  the  following  forceful  and  important  petition  to  the 
Wyoming  Legislature,  that  convenes  in  January,  1917 : 

“We,  the  undersigned,  resident  citizens  of  the  County  of 
Park  in  the  State  of  Wyoming,  respectfully  petition  your 
Honorable  Body  to  pass  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  protective  laws  against  the  total  extermination  of 
the  SAGE  GROUSE  of  the  State,  alleging : 

“1.  That  settlement  of  areas  in  which  this  Grouse  has  its 
habitat;  easy  access  to  it  by  modern  conveyance;  lack  of 
protection  on  account  of  remote  localities  along  roads,  high¬ 
ways  and  trails,  and  an  evident  lack  of  interest  by  Citizens 
of  the  State  with  limited  knowledge  of  this  bird’s  decrease 
in  the  last  few  years,  and  the  undoubted  fact  of  ultimate 
extinction  of  the  species  ivithin  the  next  five  years,  requires : 

“That  at  least  a  five-year  close  season  be  made,  and,  in  ad¬ 
dition,  suitable  and  sufficient  penalties  for  its  violation.” 

Burke  77.  Sinclair,  Secretary  to  the  Governor,  Cheyenne. 

“.  .  .  .  It  does  seem  to  me  that  a  closed  season  on  sage 
grouse  for  a  definite  time  would  be  highly  desirable,  since 
they  are  being  killed  very  rapidly.  Sheridan  County  had  a 
five-year  closed  season  on  these  birds  until  last  year,  when 
hunters  were  allowed  two  birds  ach.  As  the  result  of  that 
protection  there  was  a  substantial  increase  in  that  county.” 

S.  N.  Leek,  Jackson  Hole. 

“I  presume  there  are  sage  grouse  in  nearly  or  quite  every 
county  in  the  state  of  Wyoming.  In  some  localities  they 
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are  fairly  plentiful,  in  other  localities  where  there  used  to 
be  many,  they  are  nearly  all  gone.  In  this  valley  where  we 
used  to  see  them  in  clouds,  they  are  nearly  all  gone.  A  few 
years  close  season,  with  enforcement  of  the  law,  would 
bring  them  back.  Irrigation  ditches  are  a  help  to  them,  as 
out  on  the  dry  sage-brush  flats  there  is  plenty  of  feed  for 
them,  but  far  from  water  the  young  birds  are  never  found. 
I  presume  sheep  destroy  many  of  their  nests.” 

Idaho  : 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Young  Hoffman,  Ranch  Oivner,  Fairfield 

(July  13,  1916). 

“My  brother  and  I  have  homesteads  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Sawtooth  Mountains,  about  40  miles  south  of  Hailey  and  30 
miles  north  of  Gooding.  We  live  close  to  the  hills,  and  in 
the  draw  back  of  our  house  the  grouse,  willow  and  brown 
grouse,  and  sage  hens,  nest  and  are  safe.  For  five  years  we 
have  protected  these  birds,  trying  to  keep  the  hunters  off 
our  land,  and  trying  to  get  all  the  people  interested  in  pro¬ 
tecting  them. 

“Most  of  the  ranchers  do  want  to  protect  them.  They 
realize  that  the  wild  birds  are  a  benefit  to  the  farmer,  and 
they  do  all  they  can  to  keep  the  ‘sportsmen'  off. 

“But  there  is  no  legal  protection.  The  game  laws  are  a 
farce.  Politics  seems  everything.  Certain  men  in  Hailey 
go  out  and  shoot  every  bird  in  sight.  They  ignore  the  limit 
prescribed  by  the  game  laws.  The  game  keepers  never  ar¬ 
rest  them, — afraid  to  lose  their  jobs.  The  law  is  off  July 
15,  but  long  before  that  the  hunters  come  in  here, — the  only 
bit  of  country  where  sage-hens  are  to  be  found, — and  shoot 
everything.  They  shoot  before  sunrise,  which  is  forbidden. 
They  kill  the  old  hens  ‘for  fun,'  leave  them  lying  on  the 
ground,  and  eat  only  the  young  birds.  These  young  ones 
are  too  small  to  escape.  You  can  knock  them  over  with  a 
stick. 

“When  we  came  in  here  about  18  years  ago,  the  sage  hens 
were  plentiful.  Flocks  of  50  or  more  were  all  through  these 
hills.  This  year  I  have  seen  just  15  birds.  Those  are  on 
my  land.  To  protect  them  I  have  put  up  signs  everywhere. 
But  it  does  little  good.  The  hunters  come  in  and  shoot, 
even  though  I  go  down  with  a  rifle  to  run  them  off.  Their 
excuse  is  that  if  they  don’t  get  them  some  one  else  will ;  and 
they  mean  to  have  them  while  there  are  any  left. 
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“Mr.  Hornaday,  couldn’t  I  have  my  land,  and  my  brother’s 
also,  made  a  game  reserve,  by  the  government?  We  have 
640  acres,  and  if  it  were  made  a  reserve,  the  birds  would 
increase. 

“The  time  will  soon  be  here  when  the  sage  hens  are  gone ! 

They  do  not  migrate,  and  so  are  not  protected  under  the 
migratory  bird  law.  Some  of  the  people  in  this  state  are 
lawless!  Some  of  them  defy  every  game  law.  They  hunt 
ducks  all  winter,  fish  through  the  ice,  catch  trout  by  the  oat- 
sack  full,  and  shoot  deer  any  time  of  the  year  they  want  to. 
The  hunters  come  in  here  literally  by  the  train-load  to  shoot, 
and  they  don’t  stop  shooting  until  every  flying  creature  lies 
at  their  feet. 

“It  is  not  for  our  own  use  that  we  want  to  preserve  the 
birds.  We  do  not  eat  them.  We  prefer  to  see  them  alive. 
It  is  for  the  country  that  we  wish  to  save  them.  We  are 
Americans,  and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  see  the  wild  life  destroyed 
by  men  whose  one  thought  is  a  big  bag. 

“If  you  can  do  anything  in  this  matter,  or  suggest  what 
we  could  do,  I  trust  you  will  let  me  know.” 


Leroy  C.  Jones ,  State  Game  Warden,  Boise. 

“Our  people  would  not  be  in  sympathy  with  an  entire 
closed  season  on  sage  hen,  but  I  believe  we  can  bring  about 
a  move  in  the  next  Legislature  that  will  give  our  birds  better 
protection.  We  are  going  to  insist  on  cutting  down  the 
limit  to  less  than  half,  and  make  the  open  season  a  little 
later,  giving  the  bird  a  better  chance  to  protect  himself. 
Under  the  present  system  of  operating  the  Game  Depart¬ 
ment,  if  we  close  the  season  on  the  game  birds  or  animals 
indefinitely  we  would  have  no  fund  with  which  to  operate 
the  Department.  We  fully  realize  the  need  of  protection, 
and  believe  it  can  be  done  by  reducing  the  limit  and  making 
the  open  season  a  little  later.” 

D.  W.  Stanrod,  Jr.,  Laivyer,  Pocatello. 

“There  has  been  very  little  hunting  in  the  southern  coun¬ 
ties  this  year,  and  I  find  that  through  the  efforts  of  our  local 
game  warden,  and  the  sportsmen  in  this  county  and  several 
of  the  northern  counties,  (that  is,  north  of  here),  that  the 
hunting  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum.  A  resolution  was 
passed  through  our  appeals  to  the  effect  that  the  automobile 
and  pump  guns  would  be  taboo,  and  this  has  had  its  effect 


200 


WILD  LIFE  PROTECTION  FUND 


on  other  hunters  in  the  vicinity.  I  cannot,  however,  vouch 
for  certain  counties.” 

South  Dakota: 

P.  L.  Edholm,  Deputy  State  Game  Warden ,  Savoy. 

“The  counties  of  Butte,  Harding  and  Perkins  still  pro¬ 
duce  a  few  of  the  sage  grouse,  though  they  seem  to  be  gradu¬ 
ally  disappearing,  even  in  those  localities.  These  are  the  only 
sections  of  the  state  (to  the  best  of  my  knowledge),  v/here 
these  birds  may  now  be  found. 

1  will  certainly  favor  a  five-year  closed  season  on  sage 
grouse  in  this  State,  and  if  such  a  bill  is  introduced  at  the 
next  session  of  our  Legislature,  it  will  be  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  do  anything  and  everything  in  my  power  to  secure 
its  passage.” 

North  Dakota: 

J.  T.  Purcell,  Sec’y  Game  and  Fish  Board,  Fargo. 

“As  to  your  inquiry  about  sage  grouse,  we  have  some  in 
Bowman  County,  Stark,  and  southern  part  of  Billings,  and 
western  part  of  Adams.  They  are  getting  very  scarce,  and 
civilization  seems  to  be  forcing  them  into  Montana.” 

Nevada : 

Breivster  Adams,  Reno.  (This  statement  is  a  welcome  ex¬ 
ception  to  the  rule!) 

“Some  hens  are  found  in  every  county  in  the  state.  While 
they  are  not  plentiful  near  our  towns,  they  are  very  numer¬ 
ous  back  on  the  hills  and  mountains,  and  several  have  as¬ 
sured  me  that  there  are  more  this  year  than  for  many  years. 
In  the  north  end  of  Washoe  Co.,  (our  county),  the  Smoke 
Creek  Foreman  says  There  will  be  no  second  cutting  of 
alfalfa,  on  account  of  the  crop  being  eaten  by  the  birds’ 
(sage  hens) . 

“I  have  personally  seen  four  and  five  thousand  in  a  day 
back  150  miles  from  here,  toward  Oregon,  within  two  years. 

“Since  the  coming  of  the  automobile,  they  have  moved  up 
on  to  the  mountains,  although  there  are  a  few  within  sight 
of  my  house  in  Reno.  My  view  is  that  there  are  about  as 
many  as  there  have  been  in  the  last  ten  years,  but  they  have 
moved  back  to  remoter  country,  of  which  we  have  thousands 
of  square  miles.” 
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Washington  : 

R.  B.  Wales,  State  Game  Warden,  Eastern  Washington  Dis¬ 
tract,  Spokane. 

“The  only  counties  in  the  State  of  Washington  which 
boast  with  pride  of  the  few  remaining  sage  grouse  are : 


“Yakima  County  . 

.  750 

to 

1000 

“Kititas  County  . 

.  500 

to 

750 

“Benton  County  . 

.  150 

to 

400 

“Klickitat  County  . 

.  150 

to 

400 

“Lincoln  County  . 

.  50 

to 

100 

“Grant  County 

. . .  50 

to 

100 

“These  counties  are  all  in  Eastern  Washington  and  are 
the  only  counties  in  the  State  which  have  any  sage  grouse. 
Western  Washington  was  never  inhabited  by  the  sage 
grouse  to  my  knowledge.  We  have  had  a  short  open  season 
in  the  last  three  years  on  sage  grouse  in  Yakima  and  Kiti- 
tas  Counties,  but  I  expect  to  get  a  bill  through  the  next 
Legislature  prohibiting  the  shooting  entirely.  It  would  be 
only  a  question  of  a  few  years  when  this  bird  would  be  ex¬ 
terminated  unless  we  provide  a  closed  season  for  the  next 
five  years.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  a  closed  season  in  all 
of  the  Northwestern  states  which  have  so  few  of  the  sage 
grouse.  I  think  Washington  compares  very  favorably  with 
Oregon  in  the  number  of  sage  grouse  left,  and  Idaho  still 
has  a  few  in  certain  districts.” 

A.  F.  Wieseman,  Bird  Commissioner,  Spokane. 

“I  am  in  favor  of  closing  the  Sage  Hen  [shooting]  for 
from  6  to  10  years.  The  following  counties  in  eastern  Wash¬ 
ington  have  a  few  Sage  Hen :  Grant,  Adams,  Lincoln,  Doug¬ 
las,  Okanogan,  Franklin,  Walla  Walla  and  Whitman.” 

Oregon  : 

William  L.  Finley,  State  Biologist,  Portland. 

“The  habitat  of  the  sage  grouse  in  Oregon  is  practically 
Lake,  Harney  and  Malheur  Counties.  There  are,  of  course, 
a  few  scattering  birds  in  the  eastern  part  of  Klamath,  in 
the  southern  and  eastern  part  of  Crook  County;  a  few  in 
Grant  and  perhaps  a  few  in  the  southern  part  of  Baker 
County. 

“I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  the  exact  location  of  where 
the  remaining  birds  are  found  in  Oregon,  but  I  have  seen 
quite  a  good  many  along  the  Steen’s  Mountains  in  Harney 
County  and  also  in  the  very  southeastern  corner  of  Crook, 
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and  the  northwestern  portion  of  Harney  County.  The  main 
point  is  that  these  birds  were  formerly  very  abundant  all 
through  the  southeastern  section  of  the  State,  but  wherever 
the  State  has  been  settled  to  any  extent,  or  where  people 
are  living,  the  birds  have  disappeared. 

“In  regard  to  a  five-year  closed  season  for  sage  grouse 
in  Oregon,  will  say  that  I  have  talked  this  matter  over  with 
some  of  our  people,  and  the  one  matter  that  seems  hardest 
to  combat  is  the  fact  that  in  the  three  counties  in  south¬ 
eastern  Oregon,  Lake,  Malheur  and  Harney,  there  is  prac¬ 
tically  no  upland  game  shooting  at  present  except  sage 
grouse.  In  some  sections  of  these  counties  the  birds  are 
fairly  abundant,  but  in  other  sections  they  are  nearly  gone. 
The  question  arises  then  as  to  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  try  for  a  long  closed  season  throughout  the  whole  state, 
or  to  try  for  a  five-year  closed  season  in  all  counties  except 
Lake,  Harney  and  Malheur.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
easy  matter  to  pass  this  law  if  the  three  counties  were 
omitted,  but  if  the  entire  state  was  included,  we  would  have 
a  good  deal  of  opposition  from  the  Senators  and  Represent¬ 
atives  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Let  me  know  what  you 
think  about  the  matter. 

“I  feel  that  we  should  undertake  a  five-year’s  closed  sea¬ 
son  in  Oregon  on  the  Columbia  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  which 
is  commonly  known  as  the  Prairie  Chicken  here  in  Oregon. 
There  are  very  few  of  these  birds  left,  and  unless  the  sea¬ 
son  is  closed,  they  will  be  entirely  exterminated.” 

California  : 

Joseph  Grinnell,  Museum  of  V ertebrate  Zoology,  University 

of  California,  Berkeley. 

“As  meeting  your  request  of  September  6,  we  are  send¬ 
ing  you  under  separate  cover  a  map  which  shows  the  range 
of  the  sage  hen  in  California.  As  far  as  I  know  there  has 
been  no  important  change  in  the  extent  of  this  range  with¬ 
in  the  history  of  the  white  man,  save  as  pertaining  locally. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  there  has  been  very 
great  decrease  in  certain  places,  for  instance,  in  Long  Val¬ 
ley,  Mono  County,  where  up  to  1896  the  birds  were  reported 
to  have  been  found  in  very  great  numbers.  They  are  still 
here,  though  reduced. 

“The  map  shows  stations  of  known  occurrence  within  the 
past  two  years.  The  reports  pertain  not  to  spots,  but  to 
the  general  region  in  each  vicinity. 
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“My  impression  is  that  the  sage  hens  are  now  on  the  in¬ 
crease,  and  that  with  continued  hunting  restrictions  they 
should  come  near  resuming  their  former  status,  save  as  in¬ 
evitably  prevented  by  cultivation  and  thick  settlement.’' 


THE  PINNATED  GROUSE,  OR  PRAIRIE  CHICKEN. 

Everything  said  herein  regarding  the  fate  that  threatens 
the  sage  and  sharp-tailed  grouse,  and  fool  hen,  and  the  dras¬ 
tic  measures  necessary  to  have  them  from  oblivion,  may  be 
applied  en  masse  to  the  pinnated  grouse.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  go  into  full  details  regarding  it.  The  fate  of  that  fine 
species  is  up  to  the  legislatures  of  the  few  states  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  West  that  it  still  inhabits  on  a  remnant  basis, — Minne¬ 
sota,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  the 
northern  limits  of  Iowa. 

Already  the  Minnesota  Game  Protective  League,  headed 
by  Mr.  Clinton  M.  Odell,  is  wide  awake  to  the  fate  that 
threatens  the  prairie  chicken  in  Minnesota,  and  the  League 
has  gone  on  record  with  a  demand  for  a  5-year  close  season, 
at  once.  This  movement  is  strongly  supported  by  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  Journal  and  other  Minnesota  newspapers,  and  we 
confidently  believe  that  the  next  legislature  will  take  reso¬ 
lute  action  in  the  form  of  a  close  season  law. 

Of  course  it  is  true  that  in  widely-separated  spots  in  the 
Dakotas,  and  in  winter  in  Iowa  also,  there  are  a  few  good 
flocks  of  prairie  chickens;  but  let  no  one  be  deceived  by 
that  fact.  There  are  only  enough  birds  to  serve  as  breeding 
stock  in  bringing  back  the  species  to  some  of  those  states! 
I  think  that  nothing  ever  will  really  bring  it  back  to  central 
and  southern  Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  or  Missouri. 

The  pinnated  grouse  is  a  migratory  bird.  It  deserves 
federal  protection  on  that  basis,  but  I  never  have  been  able 
to  make  the  U.  S.  Biological  Survey  admit  those  two  facts. 
Only  two  weeks  ago  (October,  1916)  Mr.  Clark  Williams, 
while  duck-shooting  in  South  Dakota,  witnessed  during  sev¬ 
en  days  a  very  pronounced  and  impressive  migration  of 
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Prom  the  “American  Natural  History” 

PINNATED  GROUSE,  OR  “PRAIRIE  CHICKEN” 


pinnated  grouse  straight  over  his  ducking  grounds  toward, 
and  evidently  into,  Iowa.  The  flight  was  high,  continuous, 
and  it  followed  what  evidently  was  a  genuine  route  of 
migration. 

Will  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas  and  Nebraska  act  in  time 
to  save  and  bring  back  the  prairie  chicken?  We  are  quite 
sure  that  Iowa  will  not;  and  we  fear  that  it  is  now  too  late 
for  Kansas  to  do  so! 


AND  HOW  ABOUT  THE  QUAIL? 

Will  the  states  that  still  shoot  bob-white  for  sport  and 
for  meat  stop  the  quail-hunters,  their  dogs  and  their  auto¬ 
mobiles,  in  time  to  save  him  from  extinction?  Will  the 
farmers  of  any  state  be  so  foolish  as  to  any  longer  permit 
their  best  feathered  friend  and  ally  to  be  shot  in  their  own 
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fields  for  its  pitiful  ounces  of  flesh?  Perhaps  they  will  be 
diligent  in  locking  the  stable  door  after  the  horse  has 
vanished. 

To  my  friend,  the  Quail-shooter  and  Epicure: 

The  next  time  you  regale  a  good  appetite  with  blue  points, 
terrapin  stew,  filet  of  sole  and  saddle  of  mutton,  touched 
up  here  and  there  with  the  high  lights  of  rare  old  sherry, 
rich  claret  and  dry  monopole,  pause  as  the  dead  quail  is 
laid  before  you,  on  a  funeral  pyre  of  toast,  and  consider 
this :  “Here  lies  the  charred  remains  of  the  Farmer’s  Ally 
and  Friend,  poor  Bob-White.  In  life  he  devoured  145  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  bad  insects,  and  the  seeds  of  129  anathema 
weeds.  For  the  smaller  pests  of  the  farm,  he  was  the  most 
marvelous  engine  of  destruction  that  God  ever  put  together 
of  flesh  and  blood.  He  was  good,  beautiful  and  true;  and 
his  small  life  was  blameless.  And  here  he  lies,  dead; 
snatched  away  from  his  field  of  labor,  and  destroyed,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  tempted  to  dine  three  minutes  longer, 
after  I  have  already  eaten  to  satiety.” 

Then  go  on,  and  finish  Bob-White. 


THE  LESSON  OF  THE  HEATH  HEN. 

The  people  of  all  the  states  and  Canadian  provinces  still 
containing  remnants  of  grouse  of  any  kind  or  kinds,  ptar¬ 
migan  or  quail,  are  warned  to  learn  now  the  tragic  lesson 
of  the  Heath  Hen  or  Eastern  Pinnated  Grouse  (Tympanu- 
chus  cupicl o) , — the  species  originally  described  by  Linnaeus 
m  1766. 

Originally  it  inhabited  the  open  plains  of  New  York, — 
especially  Long  Island,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  Being 
a  bird  of  the  open  country,  and  averse  to  the  forest  life,  it 
was  easily  found  and  killed,  even  with  the  primitive  weap¬ 
ons  of  the  eighteenth  century. 


I  know  no  way  of  judging  the  Future  hut  by  the  Past.'’ — Patrick  Henry. 
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CHRONOLOGY. 

New  York  gave  the  Heath  Hen  its  first  protection,  in 
1708  and  1785. 

New  Jersey  began  to  protect  it  in  1820. 

Massachusetts  finally  woke  up  in  1831;  and  in  1837  gave 
it  a  4-year  close  season. 

Rhode  Island  came  in  in  1846. 

New  Jersey  gave  her  dead  birds  a  5-year  close  season 

in  1865. 

Massachusetts  tried  again  in  1870,  with  a  6-year  close 
season,  hoping  to  bring  it  back.  The  Town  of  Tisbury, 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  the  last  stronghold  of  the  species  in 
Massachusetts,  backed  and  filled  with  short  and  long  close 
seasons,  and  none  at  all,  from  1842  until  1907,  when  the 
State  established  the  State  Heath  Hen  reservation, — with 
a  stock  of  21  birds ! 

In  1907,  the  Heath  Hen  species  was  totally  extinct,  ev¬ 
erywhere,  save  for  the  21  birds  on  Martha’s  Vineyard.  Dr. 
George  W.  Field  (then  Massachusetts  State  Game  Commis¬ 
sioner),  Messrs.  William  Brewster  and  John  E.  Thayer  are 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  thus  far  having  saved  the  species 
from  total  extermination  by  the  protection  of  the  last 
colony. 

By  1909  the  Heath  Hens  had  increased  to  about  200  birds. 

In  1915  the  total  number  was  believed  to  be  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  2,000. 

In  1916  a  destructive  prairie  fire  swept  over  the  2,000- 
acre  heath-hen  sanctuary  and  burned  all  the  Heath  Hens 
save  a  very  few!  As  yet  no  one  knows  the  exact  number 
of  the  survivors,  but  it  is  a  small  number. 

I  wish  that  we  could  lay  this  lesson  before  every  shooter 
of  upland  game  birds  in  North  America;  but  that  is  im¬ 
possible.  We  will,  however,  place  it  before  every  law-maker 
of  the  sage-grouse  states. 
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HOW  TO  SAVE  THE  SAGE  GROUSE,  AND  OTHER 

GROUSE. 

In  several  of  the  states  still  inhabited  by  sage  grouse, 
that  species  unquestionably  is  in  great  danger  of  extinc¬ 
tion  in  the  very  near  future.  In  two  or  three  states  the 
situation  is  not  yet  so  desperate;  and  in  those  states  it  is 
probable  that  a  proposal  for  a  4  or  6-year  close  season  would 
be  opposed  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  necessary — at  pres¬ 
ent.  A  few  sportsmen  prefer  to  wait  until  the  last  day,  at 
sunset,  before  giving  a  long  close  season  to  a  vanishing 
species. 

Invariably,  whatever  mistakes  have  been  made  by  Ameri¬ 
can  law-makers  regarding  game,  the  errors  have  been  in 
favor  of  the  killers,  and  against  the  game!  Few  states  ever 
have  given  game  birds  and  mammals  full  and  ample  meas¬ 
ures  of  protection,  and  done  it  generously  and  joyously.  As 
a  rule  it  is  done  grudgingly,  in  response  to  troublesome  ap¬ 
peals,  and  the  general  demand  is  that  the  margin  of  safety 
for  the  game  shall  be  whittled  down  to  an  irreducible 
minimum. 

I  presume  that  it  will  be  so  with  the  western  states,  and 
all  the  grouse,  until  the  last  grouse  is  dead.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  least  that  we  can  do  and  will  do  is  to  propose  and 
urge  adequate  measures  for  the  preservation  of  all  the 
grouse,  and  of  grouse  shooting,  regardless  of  the  prospect 
of  their  defeat.  To  us,  the  duty  of  the  various  states  is  as 
clear  as  the  sun  at  noonday  in  midsummer,  and  there  is  no 
decent  chance  for  evasion. 

Of  the  eleven  far-western  states  that  still  contain  rem¬ 
nants  of  sage  grouse,  two  only — Nevada  and  Oregon — even 
SEEM  to  have  a  number  sufficient  possibly  to  justify  a  brief 
continuation  of  shooting.  California  is  believed  by  Dr. 
Joseph  Grinnell  to  have  enough  of  the  birds  to  constitute 
a  continuous  supply,  and  warrant  a  continuation  of  hunt¬ 
ing.  But  even  regarding  California,  we  have  doubts.  The 
total  sage  grouse  area  in  that  great  state  is  mighty  narrow 
and  small,  and  unless  the  birds  are  decidedly  abundant 
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therein,  and  terribly  difficult  to  reach,  then  we  must  warn 
Californians  to  beware  of  the  deadly  influence  of  the  auto¬ 
mobile,  the  new  road,  and  the  automatic-pump  gun!  That 
new  combination  is  exceedingly  deadly  to  birds,  and  it  can 
snuff  out  a  bird  fauna  like  the  blowing-out  of  a  candle  by 
a  blizzard. 

Were  I  a  Californian,  I  would  strongly  advocate  an  im¬ 
mediate  6-year  close  season  for  the  sage  grouse  throughout 
the  short  and  narrow  ribbon  that  it  inhabits  along  the 
northeastern  border  of  the  state,  as  the  only  sure  and  cer¬ 
tain  preventive  of  local  extinction. 

While  at  present  it  is  dangerous  to  advocate  an  open  sea¬ 
son  on  those  large,  half-tame  and  easily-killed  birds,  it  does 
seem  as  if  in  eastern  Oregon  and  Nevada  grouse  shooting 
need  not  yet  be  entirely  prohibited.  In  spite  of  the  automo¬ 
bile,  it  does  seem  that  in  view  of  the  reported  number  of 
birds,  and  the  remote  regions  that  they  inhabit,  shooting 
might  continue  for  a  short  time,  provided  the  open  seasons 
are  completely  reformed,  and  the  bag  limit  is  reduced  to 
three  birds  per  day.  At  the  same  time  the  capacity  of  auto¬ 
matic  and  pump  guns  should  firmly  be  reduced  to  two  shots. 
In  both  those  states  the  open  season  should  be  for  two  weeks 
only,  beginning  not  one  day  earlier  than  September  15. 

For  each  of  the  remaining  nine  states,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  a  6-year  close  season  for  each  one  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  save  the  finest  grouse  of  America  from  early  extinc¬ 
tion. 


OBJECTIONS  TO  BE  MET. 

In  answer  to  the  demand  for  6-year  close  seasons,  many 
good  sportsmen  will  say,  “Grouse  shooting  is  the  only  shoot¬ 
ing  we  now  have.  If  that  is  taken  away,  we  will  have  no 
shooting!” 

Now,  that  condition  does  not  and  can  not  make  one  par¬ 
ticle  of  difference  to  the  NECESSITIES  of  the  sage  grouse, 
or  of  any  other  grouse.  There  are  at  least  10,000  localities 
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in  these  populous  United  States  wherein  there  is  no  longer 
game  shooting  of  any  kind!  The  gameless  localities  are  in¬ 
creasing,  in  number  and  in  area,  at  an  alarming  rate.  For 
example,  in  the  hilly  wilderness  of  the  western  Berkshire 
Hills,  New  York,  which  we  know  well,  there  is  absolutely 
no  hunting  save  of  ruffed  grouse,  on  a  basis  of  four  birds 
per  day.  Deer  are  there,  and  a  very,  very  few  quail,  but 
not  enough  that  it  is  right  for  any  man  to  kill  a  single  one 
of  either  species;  and  the  law  absolutely  protects  both  spe¬ 
cies.  The  guns  are  hanging  up.  The  time  may  come  when 
it  will  be  right  to  have  an  open  season  on  quail,  or  deer, 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  it  ever  will.  I  fear  that  New  York 
was  about  ten  years  too  late  in  giving  her  quail  a  5-year 
close  season.  The  sportsmen  of  the  state  lost  a  year,  hesi¬ 
tating,  after  the  demand  for  a  long  close  season  had  been 
made.  On  account  of  natural  enemies  and  hard  conditions, 
I  fear  that  there  never  again  will  be  any  real  quail  shooting 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  We  foolishly  and  wickedly  frit¬ 
tered  away  our  chance  to  save  our  native  quail  on  a  perma¬ 
nent  basis ;  and  all  efforts  at  restocking  have  failed.  It  be¬ 
gins  to  look  as  if  our  5-year  close  season  came  too  late. 

Look  at  Colorado,  as  an  object  lesson.  According  to  our 
crude  and  bungling  American  ideas  of  big  game  “protec¬ 
tion, Colorado  is,  and  long  has  been,  a  good  game-protect¬ 
ing  state.  She  was  the  first  state  to  stop  all  mountain  sheep 
hunting,  twenty-seven  years  ago;  and  she  has  successfully 
brought  back  to  her  state  fauna  that  fine  species.  She  was 
the  first  state  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  game  and  fish  reared 
in  captivity  under  a  tagging  system.  But  concerning  big 
game,  Colorado’s  laws  too  long  remained  fatally  libey'al  to 
the  hunters.  The  guns  were  far  too  many;  and  the  game 
too  easy  to  kill.  Result:  Today  in  Colorado,  once  one  of 
the  finest  of  all  states  for  big  game,  there  is  “no  hunting  of 
elk,  deer,  mountain  sheep,  antelope,  wild  turkey,  quail  or 
pheasant!”  In  other  words,  in  Colorado,  sport  with  the  rifle 
now  is  EXTINCT;  and  sport  with  the  shotgun  is  nearly  so! 
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This,  men  of  the  West,  is  the  logical  outcome  of  our  fool¬ 
ish  and  abusive  treatment  of  the  hunting  privilege.  As 
blind  devotees  of  the  dangerous  fetish  called  “Personal  Lib¬ 
erty”  we  undertake  to  give  every  “citizen”  —  and  many, 
many  aliens  also — good,  bad  and  worse — all  the  free  shoot¬ 
ing  they  want,  for  a  paltry  one-dollar  resident  license  an¬ 
nually  !  We  turn  millions  of  guns  loose  on  the  remnant  of 
game  and  near-game;  we  maintain  a  corporal's  guard  of 
game  wardens  to  watch  that  huge  army  of  3,000,000  gun¬ 
ners,  and  we  calmly  stand  or  sit  by  while  our  finest  wild 
birds  and  mammals  are  exterminated. 

Our  republican  form  of  government  is  a  deadly  curse  to 
our  best  wild  life.  There  are  one  thousand  times  too  many 
men  who  want  to  kill  what  they  want,  when  and  where  they 
want  it ;  and  any  man  who  tries  too  hard  to  preserve  legiti¬ 
mate  sport  with  the  gun  from  becoming  extinct  is  finally 
spoken  of  as  “the  bitterest  enemy  of  sportsmen.” 

The  6-year  medicine  will  seem  bitter;  but  if  the  case  is 
to  be  cured  it  must  be  swallowed  now !  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  prescribe  trivial  measures,  for  a  quarter-way  cure.  Don't 
waste  valuable  time  talking  about  “shortening  the  bag  lim¬ 
it,” — unless  you  cut  it  down  to  zero.  For  vanishing  game 
all  bag  “limits”  are  a  fraud,  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  I  think 
they  never  yet  have  saved  a  game  bird  species,  and  that  they 
never  will ! 

And  do  not  be  cajoled  or  deceived  by  plausible  talk  about 
“shortening  the  open  season”  as  a  real  means  of  saving  and 
bringing  back  the  grouse.  That,  also,  is  a  delusion,  in  every 
case  of  the  kind  that  has  come  before  us.  Just  now  the  sage 
grouse  can  not  stand  any  open  season ! 

Secretary  John  Sherman  said :  “The  way  to  resume  specie 
payments  is  to  resume!”  He  was  correct.  The  way  to  save 
and  bring  back  the  sage  grouse  is  by  stopping  everyone 
from  killing  them,  for  a  number  of  years.  Even  with  a 
6-year  close  season,  it  will  be  hard  enough  for  them  to  come 
back, — which  is  what  we  all  wish  to  see.  The  heath  hen 
failed  to  do  it ;  in  all  localities  save  one,  where  the  21  sur- 
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vivors  were  treated  like  so  many  sick  children.  Let  that 
sorrowful  object  lesson  now  be  taken  to  heart  by  all  true 
Americans,  and  applied  “for  the  good  of  the  order.” 

HUNTING  LICENSE  MONEY  CANNOT  ALWAYS  PAY 
THE  COST  OF  GAME  PROTECTION. 

At  this  moment  many  states  are  supporting  their  game 
commissions  and  game  wardens  solely  on  the  funds  derived 
from  the  issue  of  hunting  licenses  on  a  cash  basis.  Already 
there  are  several  state  game  departments  which  openly  say 
that  without  hunting-license  money  with  which  to  pay  war¬ 
dens,  their  whole  force  would  be  wiped  off  the  slate  and  out 
of  existence. 

For  example,  Maryland  has  just  gone  so  far  as  to  create 
a  state  game  commission;  but  on  account  of  the  protection 
of  the  oyster  industry  there  is  not  one  dollar  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  state  game  wardens,  and  the  prosecution  of  law¬ 
breakers;  and  so  the  commissioner  is  utterly  powerless  to 
protect  the  game  of  Maryland,  and  prosecute  offenders 
against  the  laws. 

In  Delaware,  the  State  Game  Commission  has  quite  gone 
out  of  business,  from  lack  of  funds.  No  doubt  there  exists 
on  paper  a  perfectly  good  set  of  reasons  for  the  disgraceful 
condition;  but  there  can  be  no  adequate  excuse !  When  a 
state  is  too  mean  to  protect  the  wild  life  within  its  borders, 
that  state  should  go  out  of  business,  and  ask  to  be  merged 
into  the  nearest  commonwealth  that  is  performing  the  func¬ 
tions  of  a  real  state. 

There  is  at  least  one  western  state  (Idaho),  whose  State 
Game  Warden  entertains  the  view,  and  the  fear,  that  a 
5-year  stoppage  of  sage  grouse  shooting  would  wipe  out 
their  annual  maintenance  fund;  and  so,  with  the  grouse  of 
Idaho  on  the  road  to  extinction,  the  situation  becomes  both 
perplexing  and  serious. 

The  dependence  of  game  protection  on  the  killing  of  game, 
and  alleged  game,  presents  a  problem  of  constantly  increas- 
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in g  seriousness.  Wherever  the  game  supply  is  perpetual, 
there  is  no  worry;  but  where  game  extinction  looms  up 
ahead,  there  is  a  crisis  to  be  dealt  with.  We  may  as  well 
face  this  situation  now,  and  resolutely  grapple  with  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  principle  that  the  protection  of  game 
and  other  wild  life  must  be  supported  by  the  killing  of  game, 
is  thoroughly  and  everlastingly  wrong!  We  might  as  well 
assume  that  every  public  school  must  be  supported  by  its 
pupils,  or  go  out  of  business. 

Through  the  force  of  circumstances  we  have  been  drifting 
with  the  current  of  game  slaughter,  until  we  have  lodged 
upon  a  foundation  of  sand.  The  principle  of  game  protec¬ 
tion  only  through  game  slaughter ,  is  reprehensible  and  un¬ 
tenable.  For  the  people  of  any  state  to  assume  that  pro¬ 
tection  must  come  through  slaughter  or  not  come  at  all,  is 
to  assume  that  the  song  and  insectivorous  birds  are  not 
worth  protecting  when  their  defense  must  be  paid  for  by 
the  tax-payers  at  large.  Shall  robins  be  slaughtered  by 
pot-hunters  because  there  are  no  more  ducks  for  licensed 
sportsmen  to  kill?  Shall  the  wild  birds  and  beasts  of  game¬ 
less  states  have  no  protection? 

The  duty  of  the  citizen, — to  protect  wild  life  according 
to  its  needs, — has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  regulations 
for  the  killing  of  game,  or  the  income  to  be  derived  there¬ 
from.  Game-killing  and  modern  wild  life  protection  are 
two  very  distinct  and  widely-separated  industries.  If  the 
licensing  of  game  hunters  happens  to  produce  a  considerable 
revenue,  that  incident  is  merely  the  good  fortune  of  the 
state  treasury,  and  nothing  more.  If  hunting  is  a  legitimate 
sport,  and  of  genuine  benefit  to  a  large  body  of  good  citizens, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  state  to  regulate  it,  and  make  it  bear 
its  share  of  public  burdens ;  but  the  protection  of  wild  life 
must  not  depend  for  its  life  blood  upon  hunting-license  rev¬ 
enues.  Wherever  the  hunting-license  fees  can  and  do  pay 
the  costs  of  game  and  song-bird  protection,  that  is  the  good 
fortune  of  the  state  taxpayer,  but  it  does  not  in  any  manner 
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release  him  from  his  duty  when  the  license  money  ceases  to 
accrue. 

Shall  the  non-game  birds  of  beauty  and  value  be  penal¬ 
ized,  and  slaughtered  whenever  there  is  no  longer  any  game 
to  kill  under  license  ? 

The  idea  is  repulsive.  Surely  the  people  of  America  gen¬ 
erally  never  will  adopt  such  a  policy,  even  though  Delaware 
is  practicing  it  today,  and  certain  other  states  have  no  paid 
game  wardens. 

No!  A  thousand  times  no!  The  protection  of  the  non¬ 
game  birds,  and  our  tattered  remnants  of  game  birds,  never 
should  be  made  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  blood  money 
derived  from  the  sale  of  hunting  licenses.  We  must  not 
descend  low  enough  to  occupy  such  mean  and  sordid  ground 
as  the  acceptance  of  that  principle  would  imply. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  all  states  yet  inhabited  by 
grouse  to  accord  all  grouse  species  the  long  close  seasons 
that  their  circumstances  now  demand,  entirely  regardless  of 
the  license  question ;  and  if  ever  it  comes  to  pass  that  the 
hunting-license  fees  are  inadequate  for  the  maintenance  of 
state  game  commissions  and  wardens,  then  all  the  shortages 
must  be  made  up  by  taxation.  The  American  people  are  not 
yet  so  poverty-stricken  that  they  can  not  afford  to  protect 
their  song  birds. 

Why  should  not  all  the  people  who  are  benefited  by  the 
labors  of  the  insectivorous  birds  pay  something  to  protect 
those  feathered  allies  and  servants  from  wicked  annihi¬ 
lation? 


GROUNDS  FOR  SOME  HOPEFULNESS. 

There  are  signs  that  many  of  the  American  people  really 
are  awakening  to  the  dangers  that  threaten  their  upland 
game  birds — even  though  that  awakening  is  very  sadly  be¬ 
lated  in  its  arrival.  I  feel  sure  that  in  some  districts  it 
has  come  too  late;  but  better  late  than  never. 
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Here  is  a  curious  coincidence: 

In  1912,  throughout  the  United  States  from  coast  to 
coast,  with  but  very  trifling  exceptions,  the  slaughter  of 
upland  game  birds  was  merrily  proceeding.  We  can  write 
on  a  visiting  card  the  exceptions  wherein  the  lid  had  been 
put  on  by  the  enactment  of  long  close  seasons.  Here  they 
are : 


LONG  CLOSE  SEASONS  IN  THE  U.  S.  IN  1912. 

On  Bobwhite  Quail,  in  Arizona  and  N.  Dakota. 
On  the  Heath  Hen,  in  Massachusetts. 

On  Pinnated  Grouse,  in  Michigan  and  Missouri. 
On  Ruffed  Grouse,  in  Missouri  and  Nebraska. 

On  all  Grouse,  in  Oklahoma. 


With  the  exception  of  a  few  trifling  county  restrictions, 
according  to  the  official  records  those  were  absolutely  all! 

In  January,  1913,  the  New  York  Zoological  Society  placed 
in  the  hands  of  every  state  legislator  (and  there  were  nearly 
7,000  of  them),  every  governor,  state  game  commissioner 
and  state  game  warden,  a  campaign  book  entitled  “Our 
Vanishing  Wild  Life,”  which  incidentally  endeavored  to 
raise  Cain  in  all  states  about  the  sweeping  destruction  of 
our  upland  game  birds,  and  particularly  the  grouse  and 
quail.  The  slaughter  of  the  bob-white  came  in  for  special 
attention,  and  it  was  unsparingly  condemned. 

Today,  twelve  of  our  states  and  two  Canadian  provinces 
have  stopped  the  killing  of  the  bob-white! 


NO  BOB-WHITES  KILLED  IN  THESE  STATES  : 


Arizona 

Colorado 

Kansas 


Ohio 


Michigan 
New  Mexico 
New  York 


N.  Dakota 
S.  Dakota 
Utah 


Wisconsin 

Wyoming 
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THE  BOB -WHITE 

For  the  smaller  pests  of  the  farm,  this  bird  is  the  most 
marvelous  engine  of  destruction  ever  put 
together,  of  flesh  and  blood. 


NOR  IN  THESE  CANADIAN  PROVINCES  : 

Manitoba  Ontario 

And  there  has  also  been  an  awakening  in  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  long  close  seasons  for  grouse  of  various  spe¬ 
cies.  Observe  the  following: 

STATES  THAT  PERMANENTLY  PROTECT  CERTAIN  GROUSE. 

Arizona — All  grouse. 

Colorado — “Partridge”  and  ptarmigan. 
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District  of  Columbia — “Pinnated  Grouse  !” 

Kansas — “Grouse,”  and  pinnated  grouse. 

Louisiana — Prairie  chicken. 

Massachusetts — Heath  hen. 

Michigan — Prairie  chicken,  Canada  and  spruce  grouse. 

Missouri — Pinnated  grouse. 

Nebraska — “Partridge”  (Ruffed  grouse?). 

North  Dakota — “Partridge  (Ruffed  grouse?). 

Oklahoma — Prairie  chicken. 

Ohio — Ruffed  grouse. 

Oregon — Partridge,  prairie  chicken  and  fool  hen. 
CANADIAN  PROVINCES  THAT  PERMANENTLY  PROTECT  GROUSE. 

Manitoba — “Pheasant.” 

New  Brunswick — “Pheasant.” 

Nova  Scotia — Canada  grouse  and  “pheasant.” 

Ontario — “Partridge,  grouse  and  prairie  fowl.” 

Saskatchewan — SAGE  GROUSE,  ruffed  and  Canada 

grouse. 

We  regret  to  say,  however,  that  with  all  this,  not  one  state 
containing  sage  grouse  has  yet  taken  steps  to  permanently 
protect  that  species!  And  in  some  states  the  open  seasons 
and  bag  “limits”  are  shocking. 

Why  this  wicked  discrimination  against  the  finest  of  all 
American  grouse? 

THE  PATH  OF  DUTY. 

There  is  much  information  that  could  be  given  about  the 
distribution  of  sage  grouse,  and  other  grouse,  and  quail,  in 
the  various  states ;  their  habits,  and  their  history ;  but  what 
is  the  use?  We  are  not  writing  academic  bird-lore.  We  are 
trying  to  bring  about  the  salvage  of  species  that  are  on  the 
toboggan  slide  and  going  with  lightning  speed  toward  Obliv¬ 
ion.  We  are  trying  to  point  out  the  cold  fact  that  in  these 
destructive  times  a  species  can  be  completely  exterminated 
in  a  horribly  short  period. 
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Having  turned  on  the  light,  the  result  now  depends  upon 
the  action  or  non-action  of  the  serious-minded  men  and  wo¬ 
men  of  the  Far  West.  The  citizen  who  desires  action  should 
at  once  take  steps  to  acquaint  all  his  State  Senators  and 
Representatives  with  his  views,  and  call  for  action.  We  no 
longer  “appeal”  to  lawmakers  for  the  rights  of  the  wild 
creatures.  We  demand  them ! 

Many  times  it  becomes  the  duty  of  all  men  delegated  and 
empowered  by  their  fellow  citizens  to  frame  and  enact  new 
laws,  to  lead  public  sentiment ,  rather  than  to  ivait  in  order 
to  folloiv  it.  This  is  overwhelmingly  the  case  now  in  regard 
to  the  protection  of  wild  life.  We  are  convinced  that  in  one 
year’s  time  we  could  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  an  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  the  citizens  of  any  western  state  that 
the  time  has  come  to  give  6-year  close  seasons  to  the  sage 
grouse  and  for  that  matter,  to  various  other  species  of  up¬ 
land  game  birds.  It  took  just  one  year  to  educate  the  sports¬ 
men  of  the  state  of  New  York  from  a  starting-point  of  hos¬ 
tility  to  the  finishing-point  of  complete  acquiescence  in  the 
making  of  a  5-year  close  season  on  quail  throughout  that 
state,  except  on  Long  Island. 

But  there  is  no  time  in  which  to  reach  the  individual 
sportsmen  of  any  western  state ;  and  it  would  be  unwise  to 
delay  action  in  order  that  such  an  attempt  might  be  made. 
Even  if  the  legislatures  of  the  western  states  met  annually, 
the  delay  would  be  highly  unsatisfactory;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  from  March  1,  1917,  TWO  WHOLE 
YEARS  must  elapse  before  this  question  can  be  taken  up 
anew,  and  acted  upon! 

The  danger  point  of  extermination  is  in  many  localities 
too  near  to  permit  of  such  a  delay.  It  therefore  would  seem 
to  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  members  of  the  legislatures 
of  the  sage  grouse  states  to  lead  public  opinion  in  this  matter 
in  1917,  rather  than  to  delay  two  years  longer  in  order  to 
follow  it. 

The  duty  of  the  citizen  is  clear  enough,  but  it  is  not  easy 
to  reach  the  individual  in  order  to  inform  him  of  all  the 
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facts  in  the  case.  If  it  were  possible  to  reach  the  masses 
of  true  sportsmen  throughout  the  western  states  with  the 
indisputable  facts  regarding  the  sage  grouse  situation,  we 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  they  would  immediately  move 
for  adequate  measures  of  protection. 

But  who  is  going  to  put  forth  the  effort  that  would  be 
necessary  to  place  this  situation  clearly  and  fully  before  all 
the  members  of  the  grand  army  of  western  sportsmen? 
Such  an  effort,  to  be  successful,  would  require  a  years’  time 
and  a  very  considerable  expenditure  of  labor  and  of  money. 
Is  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
fast  vanishing  grouse?  We  hold  that  it  is  not ;  and  that  each 
state  legislature  of  the  states  west  of  the  Mississippi  will  be 
amply  justified  in  immediately  enacting  a  six-year  close  sea¬ 
son  law  for  its  sage  grouse,  sharp-tailed  grouse,  pinnated 
grouse  and  all  other  species  of  upland  game  birds  that  now 

are  in  danger  of  extermination. 

* 

In  behalf  of  the  sage  grouse,  and  all  the  other  grouse, 
quail  and  ptarmigan  of  the  West,  we  now  demand  that  they 
be  saved  from  extinction  by  legislative  action  in  1917,  in  the 
form  of  new  laws  providing  close  seasons  of  from  6  to  10 
years ;  and  no  half-way  measures  are  requested  or  desired. 


